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ishes. Many still look on forests as merely potential houses, news-
papers and furniture, but floods and droughts alike remind us that
a tree standing has its uses.
Ever since 1717 artificial levees have been in process of building
and extension along the lower portion of the Mississippi River.
This shows that deforestation and stripping off. the covering man-
tle farther up the drainage basin arc not the sole causes of
flooded conditions. The soil is fertile in the flood plain, and man
is reluctant to allow the stream all the elbow room that it would
normally use in the natural state. In recent years the level of the
levee crests has been raised several times. Now one finds a total of
1825 miles of levees averaging twenty-one feet in height. The con-
tinuing deposition of sediment raises the river bodily, so to speak,
and the upper few inches or few feet, as the case may be, may be
likened to an aqueduct confined only by the levees.
And while inhabitants of the flood plain cherish their levees,
droughts increase in severity in other parts of the river's drainage
basin. Flood and drought go hand in hand. The water rushing
in sheets over the hard, well-washed surface of land that has been
stripped of its cover, tends to produce floods in time of heavy rain-
fall or rapid melting of the winter's accumulation of snow; and in
rushing off so rapidly, it does not tarry long to sink into the ground
or to evaporate into the air. In a great rectangle formed by four
northwestern states, the level of the underground water has
dropped eight to seventeen feet since man began large-scale opera-
tions there. In a few regions the water table has dropped an aver-
age of two feet a year for twenty years. The western parts of the
drainage basin have suffered heavily. Wells run dry; aridity of
the soil increases; the protecting mantle of vegetation thins still
more; a desert may be in the making. The dust storms are too
recent to need elaboration here. The Mississippi's yearly freight